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Reagan's 'Foreign Agent' Claim About Freeze Based on Magazine 
By MICHAEL PUTZEL, Associated Press Writer 
WASHINGTON 


President Reagan's claim that Soviet agents are partly behind the American 
campaign for a nuclear weapons freeze was apperently besed on similar 
ellegations about the peace movement in Western Europe and on an article in 
Reader's Digest, one of his favorite magazines. 


When Reagan's assertion at a newS conference last week was questioned, the 
White House produced a list of published materials in an attempt to document the 
president's statement. Those materials, however, contain few references to the 
domestic freeze campaign. And what little evidence they do cite relates to the 
charge that the Soviet Union has sought to stir up opposition to ceployment af 
the neutron warhead and modern nuclear weapons in Europe. 


According to the White House press office, Reagan also had in mind a recent 
Reader's Digest article when he told reporters that "there is plenty of 
evidence" that foreign agents have helped organize major pro-freeze 
demonstrations. 


That article, written by John Barron and published in the October issue, 
iamed five Soviet officials, three of them United Nations diplomats, one enbassy 
official and an official of the Soviet Institute for the U.S.A. and Canada who 


police. : 

Shortly after the allegations appeared, however. 1 

sugrt Ly. a f ; eaders of the freeze 
mOVeMENT Charged thet they were misleading because the Officials named had been 
invited to appear and present their nation's views Guring public Programs and 
had not participated in the filanning or organization of the events. 


Reagan's charges have drawn demands. in Con 

. char ) gress and elsewhere, for hard 
evidence of infiltration, Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo., and a member of. the Armed 
sehvices Committee, asked Chairman John Tower, R-Texas, on Wednesday to request 
the administration to produce its proof at a closed hearing. "The conclusions 
a eee Nek drawn from this evidence are so serious that I believe he 
shou Share it... with the Armed Services Committee," Hart sai 
immediately answer the written request. oy eet genet 


When Reagan was pressed for more detail at his news confer 
ae ; ence, he Sai i 
cen't go beyond what I've done because I don't discuss intelligence parte 
well-placed White House official said, however, that the information to which 
on Was referring served only to further document what was in the published 
rts. | . 
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